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SUBJECT: SEYCHELLES PRESIDENT VISITS TANZANIA 

REF: VICTORIA 747 

1 . AUGUST 13-20 STATE VISIT TO TANZANIA BY SEYCHELLES 
PRESIDENT RENE WAS LOW-KEY EVENT TO WHICH ATTENTION WAS 
OCCASIONALLY DRAWN BY RENE'S APPARENT CONCERNS ABOUT 
SEYCHELLES' SECURITY AND A STATEMENT ABOUT TANZANIAN 
SECURITY ASSISTANCE. 

2. AT A STATE DINNER SOON AFTER ARRIVAL RENE SAID THE 
SEYCHELLES HAD CHOSEN TO BUILD A SOCIALIST STATE BASED ON 
PRINCIPLES OF SOCIAL JUSTICE AND SELF-RELIANCE. HE 
MENTIONED THAT THERE WERE OPPONENTS OF THIS POLICY. 
"THEREFORE WE HAVE TO BE ETERNALLY VIGILANT IN ORDER TO 
ENSURE THE SUCCESS OF THE WAY OF LIFE THAT WE HAVE CHOSE, 
TANZANIA HAS NOT HESITATED TO HELP US AND WE ARE GRATEFUL." 
IN REPLY, NYERERE DID NOT ACKNOWLEDGE THIS PART OF RENE'S 
REMARKS BUT DID CONGRATULATE RENE FOR FOILING THE RECENT 
"PLOT" AGAINST RENE'S GOVERNMENT. 
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3. RENE EMPHASIZED VIGILANCE AGAINST MERCENARIES AT A 
PRE-DEPARTURE PRESS CONFERENCE AUGUST 20. HE CALLED 
MERCENARIES THE GREATEST CONTEMPORARY THREAT TO PROGRESSIVE 
COUNTRIES IN AFRICA. RENE REPORTEDLY SAID THAT 200 
MERCENAIRES HAD BEEN RECURITED FOR ACTION IN THE INDIAN 
OCEAN. FIFTY, HE SAID, WERE IN THE COMOROS. THAT LEFT 
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150 WHO MIGHT OR MIGHT NOT BE AROUND. "AFTER WE TOOK 
SOME STEPS IN THE SEYCHELLES TO BREAK THEIR LINE OF 
COMMUNICATION THEY MAY HAVE DECIDED TO GO ELSEWHERE." 
DURING THE PRESS CONFERENCE HE REPORTEDLY SAID THAT HE 
HAD NEVER ACCUSED THE GOVERNMENT OF KENYA OF INVOLVEMENT 
IN A MERCENARY FORCE THAT SAILED FROM MOBASA ABOUT TWO 
MONTHS AGO TO TRY TO INVADE THE SEYCHELLES. HE ALSO 
SAID THAT FACILITIES IN THE SEYCHELLES WILL NOT BE 
AVAILABLE TO THE US AND USSR TO EXPAND THEIR MILITARY 
PRESENCE IN THE INDIAN OCEAN. 

4. RENE HAD SESSIONS WITH PRESIDENT NYERERE AT THE 
BEGINNING AND END OF HIS VISIT WHICH. ACCORDING TO PRESS 
REPORTS, COVERED BILATERAL MATTERS AND SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

5. RENE'S VISIT RECEIVED ROUTINE TANGOV TREATMENT. HE 
WAS HAILED AS A FELLOW SOCIALIST (TANZANIA'S NEWS 
AGENCY CALLED HIM THE "FOUNDING FATER" OF SOCIALISM 

IN THE SEYCHELLES). HIS PROGRAM INCLUDED ZANZIBAR. GAME 
PARKS, A NATIONAL SERVICE CAMP, AND SOME SMALL INDUSTRIES. 
RENE. NO STRANGER TO TANZANIA, COMMENTED TO AN EMBASSY 
OFFICIER EARLY IN THE VISIT THAT HE WAS FINDING HIS VISIT 
A LITTLE "TOURISTIC." 
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